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15 THE JEWISH ENCYCLOFPEDIA

Talmud

tenta be supplemenied by the statcment that the
sayings of the several amoraim sz well s the op-
posing views of their contemporaries and the mem-
heraof the academies, whether teachers or pupils, are
frequently recorded in coonnection with the report
of the disenssions of the academies, n more complete
view of the nature of the Talmud snd & better con-
ception of fts form may e gained.

The real framework of the Talmud, however, on
which the entire strueture was bullt, was, asg noted
ahove, provided by the guestions, comments, and
discussions which are based on individual para-
graphs of the Mishouh, and which are anooymous,
or not aseribed to any author,  Appended to these
passages and interspersed among them are sayings
whose authors ave named ; and this class frequently
preponderates greatly. The anonymous framework

of the Talmud may be regarded as the
The warp resulting from the united activ-
Framework ity of the members of the academy,
Anony- and upon which the woof of the Tal-
mous, mud was interwoven anid developed
during three centuries, until its final
redaction gave it definitive form. The Talmud is
really the work of the body of scholars in the gead-
emies, who devoled themselves to it generation after
generation, and kept its traditions alive,  Although
many members of the acudemies—thie great as well
ag the small, teachera aa well as popils—are men-
tioned as the authers of various sayings and de-
cisions, and as taking part in the diseussions and
econtroversiea, some of them being deemed achiolars
worthy of re¢ord s aceount of o single remark, the
background of the Talmud, or rather the background
for those elements regarding whose authorship state-
ments are made, was formed by the united efforts of
thoze who labored to produce that work., The mani-
fold objections and refutations introduced by the
word “metibi * (= * they object ™), and the guestions
{generally easuistic in nature) preceded by the for-
mila “ibba‘ya lehn™ (= “they have asked ™) refer
to this body of scholars, regardless of the date at
which they lived.

This allusion to the aponymous framework of the
Talmud suggests the problem of its redaction, which
is partially answered by the allusion itself; for the
work began with the inception of the collection,
and the first amoraim laid the foundation for the
task, which was ecarried on by succeeding genera-
tions, the final resalt being the Talmud in its pres-
ent form. The system of mishnaie bermepeutics,
which was in n sense official, and was at all events
sanctioned by the lectures delivered in the academy,
was determined as early as the first generation, and
remained valid thenceforth. It i3 intereating fo
noties that the only certain occurrence of the word
“Gemara ® in the sense of “Talmud® ("Er. 82b) is
foun: in connection with an account which throws
a flood of light upon the first stages of the redac
tion of the Talmud. This aceount beging with the
futerpretation of ‘Er, iii. 4. and is as follows: “R.
Hiyya b. Abba, R. Assi [Palestinian amoraim in
Babylon], and Rabba b. Nathan sat; and beslde
them sat also Rab Nabman, They sat and said
[here follows a dialectic discussion on the nature of
the place of the tree mentioned in the paragraph of
©JewishEncyclopedia.com

the Mislinah]. Then R, Nahman said: * It fs correet;
and Bamuel alse has approved of this explapation.”
Then the first three asked:  Hast thou eatablished
this explanation in the Gemara?’ [f.e., “Hast thou
included it as a fixed element in the Talmud? Nah-
man angwers In the afirmative, whereupon & con-
firmatory ameraic tradition is added; and, in the
name of Samuel, Rab Nabman joterprets the mish-
nafe passage under consideration in the light of that
excgesiz].” The term “kaba’ " (Yestablish ™) was
uged in a later age by Sherira Gaon to designate the
incorporation of portions that were used to make up
the Talmud into its text (see Lewy, " Interpretation
des Ersten Absclinitts des Paliistinischen Talmud.
Traktates Nesikin,” p. 4 Bacher, in * Hebrew Union
College Annual,” 1904, p. 84), while in the Talmuel
itsalf the word was applied to the redaction of tan-
naitie traditions (see R, H. 322, above; Kid. 25a;
Sanh, 21b; Zeb. 114b). This nccount, which dutes
from the beginning of the amoraie period jo the
Acade  of Nehardes, is, curiously enough, an iso-
lated instance; for smeng the many dates and ae-

counts which the Talmud coutaing in
Redaction. reference to the academy and its mem-

bers, thers is no direct statement con-
corning the redaction of the wext, either in 18 carlier
stages or at its conclusion, although eertain state-
ments on divergent traditions of amoraic sayiogs and
diseussions afford an idea of the way in which the
Talmudic text emerged from the various versions
given by the seliolars and schools that transmitted
it. These statements, which have been collected by
Lewy (Lo pp. 4-14), wse the verb “tanni ® (" pa‘el "
from *an) in referring to lectures on the Talmudic
text 2a well as amoraie sayings or discussions on
them (Bacher, ¥ Terminologie der Amoriter,” p. 239).
Thusg it is stated (Shab. 48b; B. B. 86a) that at Sura
a certain interpretation was given in the name of
Hisda and at Puombedita in that of Eahana., There
are a number of other similar statements concerning
traditions, in regard to differences, as between Sura
and Pumbedita, and between Bura and Nehardes,
in the wording of the amoraic sayings and in their
ascribed authorship (Gif. 85a). Especially frequent
iz the mentlon of amoraim of the fourth apd fifth
centuries as transmitters of these divergent state-
menis, either two amoraim being named aa author-
fties for two different versions, or an amora being
cited ag opposiug apother version to an anonymous
tradition. As examples of the former may be men-
tioned Rabba and Joseph (Zeb. 25b), Pappa and Ze-
bid (Shab, 66h), Kahava and Tabyomi (Ned. 16b),
Ashi and Mar Zutra (Shab, 119a), and Rabina and
Aba (Ket. 81b): while many other instances are
cited by Lewy (Le).

Purticularly interesting are the cases in which a
divergent account is presented before Ashi, and thus
before the one who projected the definitive redse-
tion of the Talmud, Ashi appearing in all these cases
a8 representing the version first given. Thus the
amori Mordecal said to Ashi: “Thou teachest thus;
but we teach differently ® (Men, 42b: Ber. Gu). Tn
addition to such statements. which are ascribed to
members of the Babylonino academies, and which
indicate divergencies in amoraic tradition, the extant
text of the Talmud containg also & number of other
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